Frequently Asked Questions - J.S. Smith
FAQ #22 – Protestant, Catholic or Jew?


Would you believe the best answer is “None of the above”? To most, that would either imply atheism or some less common religion in America like Islam, Buddhism or New Age-ism. There is another option, however, that is not mentioned in any of these many options. “Christian.”
Of Protestant, Catholic and Jew, only the last is an option advanced at all in scripture and its physical element does nothing to preclude a Jew from being also a Protestant, Catholic, Christian or whatever. If it were merely a matter of being a Jew inwardly and metaphorically, circumcised in the heart, we would raise no objection (Romans 2:25-29). The Jewish religion today continues to reject Jesus as the Christ, however. 
A Protestant is properly one whose faith is founded on the principles of the Reformation, which include biblical inerrancy, justification by faith alone and the universal priesthood of believers. Protestants tend to adhere to the theologies of Calvin, Luther or Zwingli; their “protest” is against the Roman Catholic Church. If it were instead a protest against all unscriptural innovations (Matthew 15:1-9), we would raise no objection to it, but instead, Protestantism has only created a new form of the system it was built to oppose. Witness their clergy, holidays and creeds.
Roman Catholics serve the Bishop of Rome and contend that tradition is just as authoritative as scripture. Their system of salvation tends more to works, icons and indulgences. The word “catholic” literally means “universal” and we make no objection to the existence of a universal church of Christ (Matthew 16:16, Ephesians 1:22-23). We choose not to be “Roman Catholic,” however, because of the abandonment of scripture as sole authority (Matthew 28:18-20) and the host of practices that have developed as a result. Christian seems the best choice, since it was the Holy Spirit’s (Acts 11:26, 26:28, 1 Peter 4:16).
1. Using an English dictionary, if necessary, define the following terms:
• Protestant: “a member of any of several church denominations denying the universal authority of the Pope and affirming the Reformation principles of justification by faith alone, the priesthood of all believers, and the primacy of the Bible as the only source of revealed truth” (Webster’s Dictionary)
• Roman Catholic: a member of “a Christian church having a hierarchy of priests and bishops under the pope, a liturgy entered in the Mass, veneration of the Virgin Mary and saints, clerical celibacy, and a body of dogma including transubstantiation and papal infallibility” (Ibid)
• Jew: “a member of the tribe of Judah … one whose religion is Judaism” (Webster’s Dictionary)

2. Now using your New Testament, find at least one reference for these:
• Protestant:  There are none!
• Roman Catholic:  There are none!
• Christian:  There are three (Acts 11:26, 26:28 and 1 Peter 4:11).


3. Of these three, which has scriptural authority? Does it matter which one characterizes us? Why or why not (1 Peter 4:11, Matthew 28:18-20, Colossians 3:17)?
Only “Christian” has scriptural authority. It matters because Christ has all authority and he has only authorized “Christian” as a proper name for his followers, not Protestant or Catholic or any denominational moniker.

4. How is the state of being a “Jew” recognized within Christianity, even by early Jewish Christian writers like Paul of Tarsus (Romans 2:25-29, Galatians 3:26-29)?
Being “Jewish” becomes something other than the product of natural birth; it is the consequence of spiritual rebirth by which one becomes an heir of promise, circumcised in the heart at the point of faithful baptism. A Jew, figuratively, is anyone who is inwardly spiritual rather than outwardly marked by that literal, physical race.

5. Using a dictionary definition of Roman Catholicism, determine whether each of the following is scripturally sound or not:
• worldwide hierarchy of priests under the pope (Not-1 Pet. 5:1-5)
• a liturgy entered in the Mass (Not-Acts 20:7)
• veneration of the Virgin Mary and saints (Not-1 Timothy 2:5)
• clerical celibacy (Not-1 Timothy 4:1-3)
• catechism with creeds of tradition and papal edict (Not-1 Pet. 4:11)

6. Protestantism and Roman Catholicism share one fundamental doctrine, called by the former, “total hereditary depravity” and by the latter, “original sin.” Are men born covered in the guilt of Adam or are they accountable only for their own choices (Ezekiel 18:18-20, 2 Corinthians 5:9-10)?
We are only accountable for our own choices.
